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Theoretical explanation of the overrepresentation of African Americans in crime statistics

Introduction
Overrepresentation of African Americans in crime statistics is a common phenomenon in the U.S. criminal justice system. African Americans are more likely to be arrested, convicted, and prosecuted for lengthy prison sentences than whites. The incarceration rate of blacks is 5.9 times higher than that of whites. There is evidence of direct racial discrimination for black Americans and Latinos in sentencing outcomes (Spohn, 2017). Criminology examines the cause of a crime and provides information on how it should be prevented and handled. Criminological theories help in terms of scope, testability, clarity, and practical usefulness used in the policymaking (Tibbett, 2018). There are several theories which criminologists use to explain the cause of crime and why people commit crimes. This paper will use the sociological theory to explain why African Americans are overrepresented in crime statistics.
African American crime statistics in the United States
 	Discriminatory criminal policies have been used to target black people in the history of America. Since the Reconstruction era, laws and policies have been enacted to target African Americans. Consequently, black people have been perceived to be more offenders compared to whites. Black people have higher chances of being stopped, searched, arrested, and sentenced more harshly than white people. Racial discrimination manifests itself in the criminal justice system, with African Americans being overrepresented in the criminal justice system. Although the constitution guarantees certain human rights such as justice and fair trials, the U.S. criminal justice system violates these constitutional rights, especially to the poor, minorities, and the marginalized. Racial discrimination is evident in all the criminal justice system stages, starting with the police during arrests and judges during trials and sentencings (Spohn, 2017).

In policing, black Americans made more than a quarter (27%) of all arrests made in 2016. This is double their share of the total population. Children made about 35% of the total juvenile arrests that year. In short, blacks led to crime rates in all age groups. Blacks are also more likely to be stopped and searched by the police and even more likely to be arrested than their white counterparts. 

African Americans also lead when it comes to sentencing. However, the blacks and Latinos comprise 29% of the U.S. population, 57% of the country's prison population. Similarly, blacks and Hispanics' imprisonment rates are far higher (5.9 and 3.1 times, respectively) than whites (Rehavi & Starr, 2014).  The disparities exist in both serious and less serious crimes. In the U.S., African Americans form nearly half (48%) of the 206 000 life sentence convicts. The same case applies to other offenses such as drug offenses. These disparities are brought about by prosecutors and juries who are more likely to charge black people with harsh sentences than whites for a similar crime.
How sociological theory can be used to explain African American overrepresentation in crime statistics
The sociological theory asserts that society influences a person to be involved in crime (Wallace & Walter, 2017. The sociological theory explains that criminal behaviors are influenced by community factors associated with poor, disfranchised communities, including lack of access to opportunities, cultural values that support criminal behavior, and an unjust system of criminal laws and criminal justice. Other theories that explain criminal behaviors are classical and biological. The former states that people commit crimes out of free will based on assessing a certain action's costs and benefits. The latter explain criminal behavior is a consequence of individual factors such as lack of socialization and negative childhood experiences. Of these theories, I believe that the sociological theory can best explain why African Americans are overrepresented in crime statistics. The answer is a simple-an unjust system of criminal laws and criminal justice. This is the main contributor to the high crime rates associated with black people in America. The sociological theory takes a broader social context in explaining criminal behavior. It considers factors such as poverty, social disorganization, and the nature of the criminal justice system. Sociological criminologists maintain that criminal activities should be reduced by addressing social problems, not just focusing on offenders.

One aspect of sociological criminologists is that social factors such as poverty and marginalization expose people to offending and arrest factors. Historically, black Americans have lower living standards compared to whites. During the Black Codes Era, African Americans could not own properties such as land and real estate. Some schools and hospitals were meant for the whites only. Hitherto, the best houses are reserved for Americans, the best schools reserved for the whites, and the best white color jobs. Segregation and exclusion of African Americans in housing, employment, and education still exists today. Segregation prevents blacks from accessing safe and affordable housing. This segregation and harsh conditions predispose African Americans to commit crimes more than whites. Sociological criminologists argue that living in poor conditions exposes people to risk factors for committing crimes and consequently being arrested. Since African Americans are exposed to such conditions more than their white counterparts, they commit more crimes than whites. 

Crime is an occurrence of social life and is the open revolt of a person against the social environment. If a person is transported from one region to another, there will be a lack of harmony with the environment, leading to crime. The lack of harmony may be a result of language barriers, racism, or ethnicity. This mostly occurs between whites and blacks, where whites tend to mistreat blacks due to their skin color differences. It takes them time in African Americans before they adapt to the new environment, which may lead to criminal activities due to poverty and lack of employment.

Social disorganization, which is caused by large immigration by ethnic and racial groups, is another factor that contributes to the overrepresentation of African Americans in crime statistics. Social disorganization is characterized by a high number of family members, high mortality rates, high unemployment levels, and different ethnic groups (Rex, 2018). One group tends to move in and dominate the other, and it is also likely that another group with do the same and battle until it dominates the place. This ecological approach explains the conflict in African Americans, where they tend to inhabit the capital zones, which act as slums, where most of the crimes occur.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Joblessness and deprivation in the economy, mostly in urban areas, increase blacks' chances of committing crimes. Inequality in residents leads to social isolation, cultural adaptations, and structural barriers. Sociological theory heavily draws on the truly disadvantaged. In this case, blacks and whites live in different areas. Most African Americans live in areas where poverty levels are very high, leading to social isolation. They are unable to access the institutions and other necessities. Lack of exposure to the mainstream institutions and individuals makes the black Americans come up with their ways within those isolated areas.

Disparities in offending and victimization. This is where the blacks are involved in criminal justice to highlight the severe impacts of the differences in treatment and their effects on society, especially the race/ethnic differences (Golash-Boza, 2016). Generally, black Americans are overrepresented in the criminal justice system both as victims and offenders. Most African Americans commit violent crimes, while whites commit burglaries. Both males and females are involved in crime in black Americans, while in whites, the most involved in crime are male.

 Intersectionality: The statistics show that the black race and those from the lower class of male gender are overrepresented in the prison population and those with criminal cases. The lower social class is the cause of the overrepresentation since the policing is different where the blacks are likely to be arrested compared to the whites. As a result of this, more than half of the inmates in the USA are African Americans.

Policies to address the overrepresentation of African Americans
There are some policies and reforms which are needed to reduce the rate of criminology among African Americans. Most criminal systems are not established on scientific information on lowering the crime or what causes corruption. Many policies used in crime control have been less effective in reducing the offending rate of an individual. Criminology has the highest public policy influence ability compared to other social sciences (Van, 2019). Policies based on evidence tend to offer a higher potential for desired results. There are several criminal policies, as discussed below.
The first and most important policy is to make changes in the criminal justice system. The criminal justice system should be reformed such that it does not disproportionately affect black people. It is important to note that the overrepresentation of African Americans in crime statistics is not justified per se. Most of the arrests and convictions are out of bias and are influenced by racial discrimination directed towards African Americans. According to Waller (2011), black people are more likely to be sentenced because they lack proper representation during the hearing. Black victims of capital punishment, for example, are not adequately represented in the law because they lack resources and competent lawyers for a fair trial. The court system should ensure such people get proper representation during the trial through state attorneys where such people cannot afford competent lawyers. With the majority of the juries in the USA being whites, African Americans are disadvantaged. Even with the smallest population in the country (12%), African Americans have been convicted with most murders in the USA (Waller, 2011). The U.S. criminal justice system should be reformed, starting from police officers to prosecutors and judges. 

Another program that can be used to eliminate the problem of overrepresentation of black people in crime statistics is empowering the African Americans. This can be done by giving them equal opportunities as whites. The U.S. government should enact policies that ensure African Americans get equal job opportunities as whites in workplaces and other places. Racial discrimination should be highly discouraged, and the government should impose heavy penalties on people found guilty of perpetuating racism.  Since poor conditions increase the chances of committing crimes, empowering African Americans can solve this problem. The government should ensure that the 14th Amendment (equal protection clause) is fully implemented.  
Hotspot policing is another policy where the police can reduce crime by using hotspot evidence. In most cities, there are small places where a group of people drives most of the crime. The hotspot policing can only be made possible by increasing the number of police in such areas and also partner with other individuals such as parents, shop owners, school officials, and residents. Police should be deployed in such places to help in crime-fighting and violence reduction (Van Dijk, 2019).
The intervention of behavioral programs is an idea where the youths are guided to become men. The policy mostly targets those at great risk of getting into criminal acts, perhaps due to their school or the neighborhood where they live. Various exercises are used where self-regulation is practiced and skills gained. (Tibbett, 2018). The intervention helps in controlling the student in learning from the tough environment they live in.
Elimination and repair of blighted housing are the clean-up of any vacant and abandoned building where most crimes are carried out. Most of the drug dealers and possession of drugs is carried out in such structures. Some shooters may also stash their guns in abandoned spaces since they fear being caught with them (Golash-Boza, 2016). These places should be cleared or renovated to ensure they don't act as crime scenes, and those found carrying out criminal acts taken to custody for questioning.
Focus on prevention by use of conditions that leads people to criminal behaviors. The program requires an integrated, coordinated, and systematic approach combining the responsibilities of several actors. The government should focus on prevention at an early age rather than control when the crime has already occurred. Various organizations and a group of people should work together for this to be successful. Such groups include the schools, churches, village elders, parents, and non-governmental organizations. 
Gun control focus is another policy that can be used in crime control. Most of the criminal activities carried out without the use of guns have fewer death cases as compared to the ones with guns. Gun control and ownership drive a shock in a common factor of violent attacks and increased safety needs (Golash-Boza, 2016). The government should work so that the flow of illegal guns is lowered, which will significantly impact armed violence.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the U.S. criminal justice system needs reforms to ensure justice is served for all. The fact that many African Americans are convicted and jailed does not mean they are more offenders than whites. Rather, it means that justice is not served equally. It means that the criminal justice system favors the whites and is biased towards the blacks. This is caused by racial discrimination, which still a big problem in the United States. Policies also need to be changed so that they do not disproportionately impact blacks. The U.S. violates the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by creating an environment that promotes racial discrimination. The government should be in the forefront in curbing racial discrimination that trickles down to the criminal justice system. The United States should take necessary steps to ensure that African Americans are accorded fairness in the judicial system like the whites. This will remove the notion that blacks are more offenders and lawbreakers than whites. This will also ensure that the percentage of black people represented in crime statistics is genuine and real. 
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